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well?

The Prime Minister. There are too many
premises there that may not come about,
to be precise. 1 don’t know precisely when
we’ll have a cease-fire. We're looking at
the moment at what a cease-fire resolution
might contain, and it may be quite a sub-
stantial resolution; there’s quite a lot to get
in it. And | don’t think we can address
those secondary questions until we have
that resolution. It may be that we’ll have
one broadly ready to begin presenting at
the end of next week, but I think there
can be no certainty about that.

At the moment, the return of British
troops continues. We had Security Council
resolutions to meet when we sent the troops
there. Those Security Council resolutions
have been met, and the troops are now
returning home. But | think the other
premises you raise can’'t be answered at this
stage.

I think that is the last question we can
take, I'm afraid. The British element of the
press corps may be interested to know that
England beat France 21-19. [Laughter]

Thank you very much.

U.S. Hostages in Lebanon

Q. Mr. President, can you take a question
on Terry Anderson, sir? Today starts his
7th year in captivity. What message would
you send to him?

The President. We're raising
chance we get, and will continue to.

it every

Note: The President’s 75th news conference
began at 12:17 p.m. at Government House.
The following persons were referred to in
the news conference: Secretary of State
James A. Baker I11; Gov. Desmond Langley
and Premier John W.D. Swan of Bermuda;
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; President
Mikhail Gorbachev and Foreign Minister
Aleksandr Bessmertnykh of the Soviet Union;
President Francois Mitterrand of France;
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, commander
of the U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf; Robert
B. Zoellick, Counselor of the Department of
State; and hostage Terry Anderson, who was
kidnaped in Beirut, Lebanon, on March 16,
1985.

Remarks at the Community Welcome for Returning Troops in

Sumter, South Carolina
March 17, 1991

Thank you all. Thank you all very, very
much. Thank you, Governor Campbell,
thank you so very much. And thank you
all for that warm welcome. Mayor Creech,
thank you, sir. The City Council Chairman
Gray, | thank you. To Senator Hollings and
the distinguished Members of the House
of Representatives who are with us today;
my thanks to Nancy Thurmond, whose hus-
band is away overseas, but one of the
strongest supporters the military ever had—
Senator Strom Thurmond, my thanks to
him. And, General Olsen, to you, sir, my
respects—just back from superb service
overseas. I'm delighted to be on this plat-
form with you.

But most of all, thank you, Sumter. What
a fantastic welcome. Thank you for your
courage. Thank you for your sacrifice.
Thank you for your example. And thank

you for showing all what a great land this
is. And thank you for letting me come and
share in this, my first, but this wonderful
reunion. | couldn’t be happier to be here.
Thank you.

What is it, what is it about Sumter and
Sumter County that breeds war heroes? In
this century alone, you have supplied some
of our greatest warrior-citizens. General
George Mabrey, who died just last year,
was the second most decorated soldier in
the history of the United States. And as
many of you know, he helped train a young
lieutenant colonel in Vietnam, and that
colonel was General Norman Schwarzkopf.

And of course, the coalition victory in
Kuwait would not have been possible with-
out General Chuck Horner. Mary Jo, we
are delighted that you’re here with us today.
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Now stand up—I[applause]. You see, for
those of you who didn’t follow it—and that’s
not many—General Horner merged people
and plane from 30 bases here in the United
States, 6 Navy carriers, the Marines, and
9 allied nations into a seamless theater air
force. And he mapped out the most intense,
most successful air assault in history. And
we are very grateful to him. You see, it
was that powerful, precise air assault that
helped coalition forces crush Saddam’s war
machine, while sparing innocent lIraqi citi-
zens and while saving allied lives. Can you
think of a better way to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of Shaw Air Force Base than
this? | can’t. It is fantastic.

You don’t have to wear a star to be a
hero. We’'re surrounded by such people
today. Let’s start with the mother of all
units at Shaw, the headquarters. [Laughter]
The 9th Air Force and the U.S. Central
Command Air Forces. And let’s thank the
363d Tactical Fighter Wing. [Applause]
Look at these guys. And let's thank the
507th Tactical Air Control Wing. [Applause]
And all the other units and tenant units
here. And let’s not forget other South Caro-
linians—the Mclintyre Air National Guard
Unit and the forces from all across this great
State.

For those of you who are a little groggy
from last night's flight home, welcome
home. We're delighted to have you all back.
I can’t tell you how proud we are of each
and every one of you. And to all our service-
men all across this country, we say thank
you. And to the veterans of every conflict,
we say thank you. And let this new spirit
in our country give proper recognition to
the Vietnam veterans. Their time has come.

And to all of those who have returned
from overseas, God bless you. Please stand
up so we can see each and every one of
you. There they are. [Applause] And to
those who toil still over there, God bless
them, too. You know, you all not only
helped liberate Kuwait, you helped this
country liberate itself from old ghosts and
doubts. And when you left, it was still fash-
ionable to question America’s decency,
America’s courage, America’s resolve. No
one, no one in the whole world doubts us
anymore.

What you did, you helped us revive the
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America of our old hopes and dreams. And
this nation learned something else during
Desert Storm: You don’'t have to wear a
uniform to be a war hero. Here, crowded
on the bleachers, and out there in the field
are heroes and heroines of all ages—moth-
ers, fathers, sisters, brothers, children,
neighbors, friends. And while you in the
service were overseas—I’ve never seen any-
thing like it—the loved ones and even
strangers all across our great country hung
out yellow ribbons, unfurled flags, sent let-
ters and gifts to those of you overseas. And
while you service men and women fought
on distant sands, those you left behind
talked and prayed. And | know that every
little thought, every good wish, every whis-
pered prayer somehow echoed in the hearts
of the fighters far away. No one understands
this magic, but it is the kind of blessing
that enables good people to accomplish
great deeds.

But there is something very, very special
about Sumter’s sacrifice and its triumph,
and you all know it. 1 had the pleasure
of visiting here in 1988. And since then,
Hurricane Hugo ripped through 12,000
homes in this area, destroyed nearly $700-
million worth of property in its high winds
and pouring rains, shredded your homes
and your neighborhoods, turned trees into
tinder. Sumter gathered its strength after
the storm and began literally to pick up
the pieces.

But just as things seemed to be turning
around, the war erupted. And you did some-
thing extraordinary. You sent many of your
finest men and women to serve. Troops
departed. Reservists left their workplaces.
And some people, newly married, were sep-
arated by war. Mothers bore children to
fathers who looked across the horizon at
an unseen foe.

Captain Dale Cormier died fighting for
his country. And Captain Spike Thomas had
to be plucked behind enemy lines. And,
Captain Thomas, it’s great to see you here
today, sir. Where is he? And while you're
all standing, let me also salute Lieutenant
Neck Dodson, who led your rescue. We're
glad he’s here, too.

And as the war loomed, you in Sumter
did not give in to despair or fear. You re-
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cruited new businesses and new jobs, and
while the troops were away, you continued
to build a new city, a better city—a city
that is more like a large family. And you
planted the seeds of prosperity among hard-
ship’s ruin. And I've talked in recent weeks
about America’s renewal, and today you feel
it. You see it all around us here today.

And I'm amazed but never surprised at
the incredible things our people do. Our
success in the war showed that we take
a backseat to no one when it comes to cour-
age, ingenuity, dedication to principle. But
it also showed that we do great things when
we trust our people. We would not have
enjoyed such success if someone had tried
to micromanage the war from Washington,
DC. We entrusted the operations to Sum-
ter’s products and heirs, and look where
we are today.

And I'm proud to say that we did it with-
out arrogance around the world. We led
without gloating or arrogance. And | think
that’s an American tradition as well.

You know—Ilet me just say this in finale—
look around you. Here is today’s triumph

but also tomorrow’s hope. Here’'s what we
fight for: family, friends. Here is what we
love.

Thank you again for letting me be a part
of this emotional homecoming. I'll never
forget it as long as | live. God bless each
and every one of you. Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 4:32 p.m. at
Sumter Memorial Stadium. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Carroll A. Campbell of
South Carolina; Stephen M. Creech, mayor
of Sumter; Rubin Gray, chairman of the
Sumter County Council; Senator Ernest F.
Hollings; Nancy Thurmond, wife of Senator
Strom Thurmond; Maj. Gen. Thomas Olsen,
vice commander, 9th Air Force and Central
Command Forces; Gen. H. Norman
Schwarzkopf, commander of the U.S. forces
in the Persian Gulf; Mary Jo Horner, wife
of Lt. Gen. Charles Horner, commander, 9th
Air Forces and Central Command Air
Forces; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq;
and Capt. Dale Cormier, Capt. Spike Thom-
as, and Lt. Neck Dodson, servicemen sta-
tioned at Fort Sumter.

Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony for the Elie Wiesel
Foundation Humanitarian Award and an Exchange With Reporters

March 18, 1991

Dr. Wiesel. This is the award presented
to you, Mr. President. It reads: “To George
Bush, for he defends the victims of dictator-
ship and oppression with passion, courage,
and fervor. Elie Wiesel Foundation for the
Humanity. March 18, 1991.”

The President. It's a great honor to re-
ceive this. And it's a special honor for me
to receive it from you, a man | admire
greatly. Thank you, sir, very very much.

Dr. Wiesel. And this is the citation.

Dear Mr. President: At another time, in
another age, another President declared
that “Victory has a thousand fathers.” But
the most recent American triumph in the
Gulf had only one father. And yet we are
here today not only because you have
brought about that magnificent victory. We
of the Foundation have wished to honor

you long before Saddam Hussein invaded
Kuwait, thus becoming a symbol of dictator-
ship and oppression.

Mr. President, 10 months ago, we invited
you to accept this award because we per-
ceived in you those qualities that the whole
world now celebrates today—your moral
courage and unshakeable resolve. We knew
that we shared the common belief that the
world must change, not only for the United
States and for the West but for all humanity.

Among the tasks our Foundation has set
for itself is the unrelenting examination of
the roots of hate. Why are some nations
trapped in a circle of evil? Why are some
peoples the continual targets for persecu-
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